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(AT CLOSE RANGE )

Where There is a
Will There are
Plenty Ways

Thad mever seen & more deter-
mimed peir like the two youms
men who set before me in my
offfice. Thelr missiom was guite
sfmple - they wanted a little advice
on how best to go about printing
their mewy magazine for mext do
¢. 1 lamghed. .
ing anew publisher (Atthe

waa only two issues old),
funde 1the difficult task ahead,
so I gave them the straight dope, the
gory detailson the dog-eat-dog world
of publishing in Ghana. They were
undeterred. They didn’t even butt an
eyelid. And 1 couldn’t help but ad-
mire their recldess “no cash, no prob-
lem™ attitude.

They left me with a dummy ofthe
magazine for my perusal and prom-
ised to be back. I never heard from
them again, apparently they had a
nice long list of people they had in
mind to torture for the greater good
of their project. Peor wreiches like
their patrons - Profs Kofi Anyidoho
and Kwesi Yankah and Mr. Isazc

Quist; a mile-long list of sponsors
they had hit on for money; and of
course their unwitting parents who
were saddled with living with young
relentless entrepreneurs who had not
as yet come across the word “quit” in
their vocabulary.

Ihad almost forgotten aboutthese
young Kamikaze until a couple of
weelks ago when I saw a card ad-
dressed to me inviling me to the
launching of Fila Magazine. I felt a
surge of pride (2sthough I had much
to do with it) and boy, was I thrilled
that despite my reality check, they
had forged ahead. Initially, they had
planned to come out in January, but
on Saturday, August 21, when I saw
Mr. Kofi Totobi Quakyi raise the first
issue of Fila Magazine in the air,
declaring it launched, I knew it was
better late than never.

1t was a victory for that indomi-
table spirit of youth. Fila is a2 maga-
zinetargeted at the secondary school
crowd. Their editorial board is made
upofadozen orso adrenaline-charged
youth led by Elikern Ku: yehia as
Founder/Managing Editor. | don't
think that kid ever takes no for an
answer. If you thought his lawyer
parents were a force to reckon with,
stick around and meet their progeny.
Nineteen, going on fourty-five years.

Oh, the frankness of youth. Right.

off the butt, they informed us who
had determined that there was no
better place te be on a nice Saturday
than at the British Council Hall sup-
porting young creative talent, that
they had broken their piggy banks to
finance the project and still had not
finished paying the printers. I really
admired them, their arm-twisting cum
pulling at our heart-strings tactic and

wished that | could have had the guts to
implore that when we launched AV/0 in
March. Needlesstosay itwoerked. Dy the
time they were through cajoling. threat-
ening, pleading, reasoning and appealing
to the very geod in us, each man and
woman had been parted with their raoney.
Even the Infermation Minister, vrao had
seen countless magazines launched in
his day, was persuaded and agread tohe
responsible for the production of the next
issue. [have no illusions that Elil ern and
his band of young fearless warricrs will
be bembardinghis “carpeted”offic: come
time to go to press.

Asweall happily satand gave crconr-
agement to the creative juices o theze
Secondary Schoeolers, [ couldn’thelp but
reflect on the choices available to people
of their age group- precious few, if fruth
betold. Yet they had decided tocreate an
outlet for their exuberant, difficuli-1o-con-
tain energies by putting together a sur-
prisingly very wellwritien and odiied
magazine with which te communicate
with each other. Oneofthe parents at the
launching hit on the marl when h2 said
he would rather pull all the stops to en
sure that Fila was a success than io sce
his son and his friends with sa muoch
potentialsuccumbtothescourgs ofdmy s,
teenage pregnancy, alcoholism and oflicr
destructive forces that lurk at the cor-
ner to entice young and net so young
people.

Fila is an ambitions projeci that
took 2 lot of courage. commitment,
innovation (vou won't believe some of
the ways they raised money)., character,
creativity and hardworl - qualities that to
me spell leadership.

Take a bow you all - Elikem
Kuenyel." 2, Kobina Daniel, Paul Mvame,
Andrew Parkes, Mana Akua Anvidoho,
Baaba Colier Appiah, Kwaku Hayford,
Kofi Andah, Leslie Baksmaty, Sandra
Kudolo, Eugene Akoto-Bamfo, Victoria
Afari and Joseph Obeng,
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